
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

4th Grade Year Curriculum Guide 
2018-2019 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Reading 
 
Mrs. Jenni Yan  •  jyan@parkmaitland.org  •  407-647-3038, ext. 237 
 
Welcome to Reading with Mrs. Yan! 
 
My goal as a teacher is to continuously strive to make each learner’s academic experience the best it 
can be by creating meaningful and appealing lessons. I maintain a level of high expectations for my 
students and for myself. Communication between home and school is very important to me. If we 
work together, we will be sure to impart a love of lifelong learning to our children. 
 
Reading Text: The students’ reading textbook is the Scott Foresman Reading Series. This textbook is 
on a 5th grade level. Park Maitland loves the series for its rich selection of literature, as well as its 
emphasis on reading skills and comprehension. 
 
Classroom Instruction at a Glance: 
 
Your child will experience: 

• Whole Group Instruction (Shared Reading) 
• Small Group Instruction and Individual Conferences (Guided Reading and Skill or Strategy 

Practice) 
• Collaborative Pairing 
• Teamwork 
• Independent Daily Reading 
• Lessons targeting many different learning styles: visual, auditory, and kinesthetic included 

 
Depending on the complexity and length of the story, students will read a story from their reading 
texts every week and a half to two weeks. Students will be assessed on comprehension and the 
targeted reading skill, as well as the story’s vocabulary, using short-answer and multiple-choice 
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assessments. Making inferences is a skill that we will be focusing heavily on this year. Fourth graders 
will demonstrate proficiency in the skills and strategies of the reading process by applying them to 
the reading of literature. Some of these skills are drawing conclusions, predicting story events, 
identifying story elements, summarizing literature, and vocabulary skills. Students will read, analyze, 
evaluate, and respond to a variety of literary forms including short stories, novels, poetry, and readers’ 
theater scripts. 
 
Formal fluency assessments will be given periodically throughout the year. I will also be informally 
assessing students during class time, using running records and conferencing during our reading 
workshop time. The purpose of fluency practice is to instill confidence through repetition and guided 
practice. The more your child practices reading aloud, the more fluent he/she will become. When 
appropriate, remind your child that following punctuation is essential. Fluency does not mean racing 
through the words as fast as you can without processing the meaning of the words. A student who 
strings sentences together without pausing at commas or stopping at periods often has trouble 
understanding what they are reading. 
 
Outside Reading Requirement: It is a standing assignment that your child reads for at least 30 
minutes nightly. It would be most beneficial if once or twice a week you could share a book or online 
article with your child, but it is not part of the requirement. Have your child practice reading orally (for 
fluency) and silently. You may enjoy taking turns reading alternating pages. You are a wonderful 
model of how to read with expression. Ask comprehension questions. This can be a fun opportunity 
for you and your child to read together and chat about what you are reading! 
 
Every week, your child will write to me in their Reading Response Journal about their independent 
reading. This may be completed in class, or for homework, depending on when he or she wants to 
complete it. They will share their thinking about what they are reading - their responses to the text, 
predictions, connections, questions, reflections, inferences they are making about their reading, etc. I 
look forward to sharing their reading life this year through these journal entries. The journals are kept 
in the classroom, but may be brought home at any time. 
 
Parent Portal: Occasionally there will be assignments that we may begin in class that will need to be 
finished at home. Written homework is not assigned very often in my class, so when an assignment is 
given, it means that it is absolutely essential that the assignment be completed for the sake of 
students’ success in the next day’s class. Students are required to write their daily assignments in 
their planners. Assignments will also be posted in the classroom and on Week at a Glance. 
If you have opened the parent portal, please take these thoughts into consideration. I don’t update the 
grades every day. Anticipate that assignments might be graded but not actually updated on the portal 
for a week or so. Tests take longer to grade, while some assignments are much faster. If you have 
any questions about grading, please contact me for feedback first. 
 
Assignments and projects during the year will include… 
• Reading Stations: Once or twice a week, students will work in small groups, with a partner, or 

independently on reading skills and strategies. During this time, students will also sometimes 
participate in individual teacher/student conferences. 

• Readers’ Response Journals: Students must read at home for a minimum of thirty minutes per 
day. RRJ entries are due at the end of every week. 

• Comprehension Tests: Comprehension tests are given every week and half to two weeks. 
• Formal Book Reports: Students will be learning the steps for writing a formal book report in class. 
• Literature Circles: Starting in October, students will read a short novel and practice reading skills 

in reading groups. In January, the children will begin working in our full-fledged literature circles, 



based on novels that they read as a group. They will then complete projects based on the novels. 
Details will be forthcoming. 

• Mock Newbery Contest: Students will read books published this year (2018) and try to determine 
who should win the Newbery Medal. We will make an educated guess about which books are in 
the running. Winners are announced in January. 

 
If there is anything that you feel I should know about your child in order to more fully understand 
him/her, please send in a note to school or e-mail me at jyan@parkmaitland.org. Please feel free to 
contact me with any questions or concerns, now, or throughout the year. I feel strongly that I can be 
more effective if we work as a team to further your child’s education. I am looking forward to working 
with you and your child this year! 
 

E.S.W. 
 

Ms. Jenny Lin •  jlin@parkmaitland.org  •  407-647-3038, ext. 203 
 
I’m so honored to be your child’s ESW teacher. This will be my third year at Park Maitland School and 
my first year as part of the fourth grade team. My mission is to foster a learning environment that 
inspires students, sparks curiosity, and challenges each child to unlock their his or her potential. I 
strive to get to know each of my students well so that I am able meet their individual academic needs. 
Any thoughts and insight you provide are always appreciated.  
 
English 
We will use the English textbook, Voyages, in class. I have a class set which will remain in the 
classroom to lighten the load in your child’s backpack. If your child owns their personal copy of the 
textbook, then it will stay at home. Online access to Voyages is also available. The login information 
will be provided at Parent’s Night. Upcoming assessments will be posted a week in advance. Your 
child can review study notes on these concepts in their spiral ESW notebook.   
 
Spelling 
Spelling Connections Level 5 is our accelerated 4th grade spelling book. Spelling tests are every other 
Friday and will contain dictation on English concepts covered during that week. Our scheduled 
spelling tests will be on the following dates: 9/7, 9/21, 10/5, and 10/19. Students who earn a grade 
below a “C” have the option to retest.  
  
Vocabulary 
Students will also be issued the 4th grade Vocabulary Workshop workbook, which will stay in the 
classroom. Tests will be given periodically and will be posted on a Week at a Glance and the ESW 
website. While students are expected to memorize the definitions, the main objective is for them to 
decipher meaning through strategies learned in class.  
 
Writing 
We follow the five-step writing process. Quality of written work is emphasized, rather than quantity. 
Writing journals will be used to teach specific skills in writing. Students will be writing every day in 
class, whether it be through journaling, assignments, or projects. Neat and legible handwriting is 
always expected, but will only count as a small percentage of students’ writing grade.  
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Math 
 
Mrs. Kelly Dill  kdill@parkmaitland.org 
 
Dear Fourth Grade Families: 
 
Welcome to 4th grade math! I am looking forward to teaching your children this year. Together we will 
have an eventful, academically challenging, and successful year! My mission is to motivate my 
students to be lifelong learners who have a strong sense of integrity and positive self-esteem. I hope 
to promote a love for math in all of my students and a desire to master the skills needed to be 
successful in math throughout their lives. 
 
We are using the math curriculum called Envision for all students this year. I am looking forward to 
implementing this program with your child. We are already off to a great start. 
 
 
Grading: 
• Homework is 25%, CheckIns (quizzes) are 25% and tests are 50% of your child’s grade. 
• Tests are usually announced at least a week before the test date. 
• CheckIns are usually announced 2 days in advance. 
• Retesting is allowed for all students that earn less than a “C” on a test. The new score will be an 

average of the retest and the original test grade. 
• Students are expected to have their math supplies every day in class. 

 
 
Policies and Procedures: Your child will have homework most evenings. The homework is usually a 
review of the lesson discussed in class. If your child needs help, encourage him or her to; study the 
examples in the textbook, look at the problems he or she did in class, or on the online textbook for 
extra tutorial videos and games. Please check your child’s homework nightly to make sure all 
assigned problems have been completed. You may point out homework errors to your child, but let 
your child figure out what is wrong and how to fix the answer. Homework is checked for completion 
each day. My expectation is that good effort has been given to each and every homework 
assignment. Please check my homework page on Park Maitland’s website for updates.  Math 
homework is posted on a daily basis.  
 
Extra Help: If you feel that your student is in need of additional help, would like to review for a test, or 
is up for some challenging math, I am available for support. Students are welcome to Morning Math 
on Mondays and Wednesdays from 7:30-7:55. 
 
This year promises to be an exciting time for your child, filled with learning, discovery and growth. I 
value and share your commitment to your child’s education. I look forward to working together to help 
your child achieve and succeed. 
 
Warmly, 
Kelly Dill 
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Science & Social Studies 
Mrs. Ellie Higgs  •  ehiggs@parkmaitland.org  •  407-647-3038, ext. 226 
 
Dear 4th Grade Families, 
I am delighted to be your child’s 4th grade science and social studies teacher. We have many exciting 
units of study and field trips to look forward to this year. My goal is to create a supportive and 
inspiring learning environment. I hope to encourage students to build upon their individual talents 
while broadening their understanding of how science and social studies affect their lives and their 
world. 
 
Study Trips and events: 
December 14th: St. Augustine 
March 13th: Science Expo 
March 29th: Kennedy Space Center 
April: State Travel Fair 
May: Gem Mining Lab 
 
Class Materials/ Texts: HSP Science Text Online Access, Harcourt States and Regions, Florida 
Studies Weekly News, Assorted iPad apps 
 
Homework:  Please check the daily planner and Week at a Glance calendar for assignments and info. 
Details for each homework assignment will also be posted on my class website.  
 
Inquiries and Tests: We will have 1 inquiry each nine weeks. Detailed information and expectations 
will be sent home for each in the form of an assessment rubric. Students will be notified of upcoming 
tests at least 7 school days prior to the test date. Students will use notes taken in class to create 
study packets for home. Students will also be provided with a study guide.  
 
Behavior Expectations: We will follow the Park Maitland behavior plan. Students will be privately 
warned if they are not choosing to behave in class prior to a visit to the office. 
 
Project Based Instruction and Inquiry Based Assessment: Inquiry-based activities will require the 
students to conduct research, comprehend, and analyze information to make it meaningful in their 
lives both today and in the future. It is just as important to understand how to use and research 
concepts and skills as it is to learn them in the first place.  This knowledge is the hook for retention 
and then eventual mastery. In addition, Discovery Days will serve as opportunities for students to 
personalize their learning experience.   
 
 
Science Expo: The students will choose a project that is derived from concepts in the science 
textbook. All experiments/problems will be approved by Mrs. Higgs prior to beginning research. I will 
guide the students step by step in each of the levels of the Scientific Method. Updates and detailed 
assignments will be available in the Science Expo folder on my class website. Handouts will also be 
sent home, usually requiring a signature, to notify families when we begin each step.  
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Enrichments 
 
Spanish 
Mr. Andrés Joubert •  ajoubert@parkmaitland.org  •  407-647-3038, ext. 228 
 
Course Overview: Welcome to español con Señor Joubert, where learning another language is not 
only fun, but meaningful. We will meet twice a week. In our class time together, we will focus on 
conversational Spanish and deep culture with the goal of building our students’ confidence in using 
the language. In addition, my purpose each day is to create a classroom culture of compassion, love 
and celebration, leading students to fascination not only with the language, but also with diversity. I 
want to globalize students in a way that inspires them to embrace the world, leading others to do the 
same. 
 
Coursework: Language is a muscle that must be exercised in order to retain the language and further 
develop the muscle. With that said, students will participate in collaborative activities in which they 
are able to exercise conversational skills at a novice level. With immersive segments throughout the 
school year,  students will be able to master personal introductions, classroom vocabulary, and basic 
travel language. Many of the tasks will be completed at school, but some at home tasks may include 
creating videos or audio recordings and sharing the language at home with you. Due to the limited 
amount of time that we see each other, as a way to consistently practice the language, it would be 
great if students could spend at least 15 minutes a night practicing by using applications such as 
Duolingo.  
 
Parent Experts: I know that we have many families native to many of the Spanish Speaking Countries 
around the world. Please feel free to contact me, and I would love to set up times in which you can 
join us in creating this fascination with learning Spanish in the classroom. From trying recipes to 
learning dances, I look forward to our students being immersed in the language and different 
cultures. 
 
Please visit our world languages Google site for available resources. 
 
If you have questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Design Thinking 
Mrs. Renee Watts  •  rwatts@parkmaitland.org  • 407-647-3038, ext. 206 
 
Let the designing begin! Students will be working with Mrs. Watts for Design Thinking twice a week in 
the new Design Lab/Maker Space! In the Lab, students will be explicitly learning the 21st Century Skills 
of creativity, collaboration, communication, and critical thinking through project based learning! 
Students will be encouraged to tinker and think as they practice the design process by using different 
modes and benefit from various styles of instruction. Science, technology, engineering, the arts, and 
math will all play a role in their learning! 4th grade students will also be learning how to use the 
ipad/MacBook and other technology as a personal and collaborative tool to develop and create their 
projects. The GOOGLE APPS suite will be an additional platform that we will use to digitally organize 
the workflow and archive your child’s work.  While we always strive to celebrate all of our Design Lab 
successes, we will also place great value in learning about why things “failed.” This concept is 
particularly important so that the children are able to see the infinite possibilities that may exist while 
solving problems. When children learn to adjust their plans, revise ideas, and think of other options, 
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they gain perseverance, confidence, and grit. These problem-solving skills learned by our students will 
prove to be an invaluable tool that goes far beyond the classroom as the children grow! Our belief is 
that their ideas may truly change the world!  I sincerely look forward to working with your children this 
year in the Design Thinking Lab.   
Contact:  rwatts@parkmaitland.org 407-647-3038 ex. 206 
 
Music 
Mr. Stephen Nelson  •  snelson@parkmaitland.org  •  407-647-3038, ext. 263 
 
Welcome to fourth grade music. At the beginning of the year we will be preparing for the annual grade 
level show. It’s based on Florida history with musical flair. After that we will enjoy singing songs, 
dancing and other activities for the holidays. At the beginning of the new year, we will once again be 
studying playing the recorder. We will work on mastery of notes and all of the theory that is required 
to make eager musicians of the fourth graders.   It will be a big year to grow! Check with your children 
to see if they still have their recorder and book and are ready to go in January! 
 
Physical Education 
Mr. Mike Larrimore • mlarrimore@parkmaitland.org • 407-647-3038, ext. 235  
Ms. Samantha Miller  •  smiller@parkmaitland.org  •  407-647-3038, ext. 255 
Ms. Darcy Rios  • drios@parkmaitland.org  •  407-647-3038, ext. 208 
 
Physical Education is an important part of the overall education process at Park Maitland School. The 
primary goal of physical education class is to enhance the development of psychomotor, cognitive, 
and affective skills that will enable our students to participate in and enjoy physical activities for the 
rest of their lives. Students will enjoy a variety of activities throughout the year. Some of their 
favorites include 4 square, tetherball, soccer, and kickball. 
 
Art 
Mrs. Joanie Forbes . jforbes@parkmaitland.org. 407 647-3038 ext. 272 
 
Hi!  Welcome to fourth grade in the art room!  My name is Joanie Forbes and I’ve been working with 
children and art for over 30 years.  This is my 2nd year here at Park Maitland and I am so honored to 
have the opportunity to continue leading your children through another year of art.  My mission in 
teaching art to each of your wonderful children is to inspire them in a way to promote imagination, 
creativity and the confidence to express themselves through the arts.   
We have started our year off with our Young Masters Program.  For those of you who may be new to 
Park Maitland, the Young Masters program gives your child the opportunity to have their artwork 
printed onto products that parents and grandparents can treasure for years to come. This project also 
serves as a great fundraiser for Park Maitland.  The company will actually be contacting all parents 
sometime in November. We will follow the Young Master pictures with our Winter Park Chamber of 
Commerce holiday card competition.  They will make their own representation of a winter time 
holiday using bright and bold colors. 
 
I am very excited to teach your children about artists from around the world, looking at their different 
cultures and how it impacted their style of work.  This gives your children a chance to work with a 
wide variety of medium.  Without giving away all of my surprises for fourth grade, one example of this 
will be when your children will be able to experience “Gyotaku”.  This is an ancient Japanese form of 
art and means “fish rubbing”.  They will be making their own fish prints!  An example of an American 
artist that we will be learning about will be Georgia O’Keefe and her love of nature.  The students will 
represent her style as we take a look at flowers with all of their details.   
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As we continue to encourage a “Growth Mindset” here at Park Maitland, I will be encouraging your 
boys and girls to be excited about trying new adventures in the art room.  I’m looking forward to 
seeing the development and growth of your incredible artists!  It’s going to be a very colorful year! 
 
I am also so excited to share that there have been many learning enhancements added to our 
campus this year, one of which is in the art room.  We now have an Apple T.V. which means we will 
be able to add technology in the art classes!   
 
In April, (specific date to be determined) we will celebrate all of our artists here at Park Maitland at 
our annual Art Faire.  This is surely an event you will not want to miss. 
 
Drama 
Ms. Brandy Eleazer  •  beleazer@parkmaitland.org  •  407-647-3038, ext. 262 
 
Fourth grade is a very full and exciting one in drama. Of course, almost immediately we will be 
casting and rehearsing our fourth grade show, which explores Florida’s vast history. Also, we will be 
intensively studying everyone’s favorite, improvisational acting. This will include comedic games, 
imaginative story lines, and impromptu public speaking. Speaking of public speaking, a formal public 
speaking project will be part of the regular drama curriculum. Finally, we will delve into aspects of 
technical (or backstage) theatre and continue to develop our knowledge of theatre terms.  

 
Writing Lab 
Mrs. Jenny Lin  • jlin@parkmaitland.org  •  407-647-3038, ext. 203 
 
Writing Lab is an enrichment class that allows our students more time to dream and formulate 
creative compositions. In Writing Lab, students review and utilize the Writing Process, continue work 
on self-editing and are introduced to peer editing. Opportunities for creative writing include: 
interviews, poetry, script writing, narratives, letters, etc. A highlight of Writing Lab is composing and 
performing, with drama integration, a public speaking piece. Additionally, the students are involved in 
collaborative projects with other disciplines, such as The State Contest Story, which links their state 
knowledge from ESW, reading, and social studies to a fiction story they create. The students will 
learn, write and share in Writing Lab twice a week. 
 
Swimming 
Mr. Kevin Meisel • kmeisel@parkmaitland.org  •  407-647-3038, ext. 231 Ms. April McAtee  • 
amcatee@parkmaitland.org  •  407-647-3038, ext. 239 
 
The goals for swimming in Grade 4 are to develop a great attitude and increased awareness of safe 
practices around water, to challenge each child according to his or her individual abilities in both 
improved stroke technique and swimming endurance, and to create greater appreciation and 
enjoyment of aquatic sports and leisure water activities. The Individual Medley serves as the basis for 
all conditioning swims and stroke technique work during the semester. Aquatic safety is reinforced 
through the American Red Cross Community Water Safety manual. The Park Maitland School 
swimming program has developed leaders in the pool and at school since 1968. 
 

Volunteering 
 
This year, parents will have the opportunity to sign up for volunteer opportunities by visiting 
www.signupgenius.com/findasignup. The sign-ups will not be “live” or available to you until after each 
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grade level Parent Night event.  
Below are the step-by-step directions of how to access the sign up opportunities. Each grade level will 
have their own sign ups, and there are a few school wide opportunities as well. 
 
For your grade level opportunities: 

● Go to www.signupgenius.com/findasignup   
● Go to Search for a Sign-up  
● Enter the email address kdill@parkmaitland.org 
● Fill in the letters and numbers in the security box 
● Click on the event in which you would like to help, and add your name  

 
For our school wide events: 
 

● Go to www.signupgenius.com/findasignup 
● Go to Search a Sign-up  
● Enter email address: kwilliams@parkmaitland.org 
● Fill in the letters and numbers in the security box 
● Click on the event in which you would like to help, and add your name 

 
On the site for each opportunity, you will find the directions you need. Some are unlimited and some 
are specific. Please keep in mind when volunteering that all parents within your child’s class need the 
chance to participate. We ask that you are flexible and understanding and please “spread the wealth” 
allowing everyone to have a spot. 
 
We hope you find this fast and convenient. Should you have any difficulties or have any questions, 
please contact Kitty Williams at kwilliams@parkmaitland.org by phone at 407-647-3038 x113. 
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